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Global 
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{ŎƘƻƭŀǊΩǎ 
Cup! 

THUMBS UP FROM OUR 

PARENTS!  
We are very pleased that the parent survey of March 2017 showed a high 

degree of ǎŀǘƛǎŦŀŎǘƛƻƴ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ {ŎƘƻƻƭΩǎ ǿƻǊƪΦ 

V 93% of respondents believe that their children are both making good 

progress and feel safe at School.  

V 92% believe their children are well taught.  

V уф҈ ǎŀȅ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ƭŜǎǎƻƴǎ ŀǊŜ ƴƻǘ ŘƛǎǊǳǇǘŜŘ ōȅ ǇƻƻǊ ōŜƘŀǾƛƻǳǊ  

V 80% say there is a good standard of behaviour overall.  

V 82% say we keep you well informed. 

V 76% say we respond well to your concerns 

V 79% say we deal well with bullying.  

V уф҈ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ {ŎƘƻƻƭ ƘŜƭǇǎ ȅƻǳ ǘƻ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ƭŜŀǊƴƛƴƎΦ  

V 74% of you think that we should increase the provision of Myanmar 

language for our Myanmar national students.  

V Only 8% of you say you would not recommend the School to other 

parents. 
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A BIG THANK YOU TO ALL STUDENTS WHO TOOK THE 

HEALTHY SCH OOL SURVEY !  

¶ 362 students completed the health and wellness survey for the 2016/2017 MIS year 

¶ 184 were male and 178 were female 

¶ Year 4 to year 13 were surveyed 

¶ Overall, most students felt the corridors and classrooms are well looked after, they feel happy in them, and 

they are generally clean spaces to enhance learning 

¶ We are thrilled that almost all students responded stating they enjoyed their PE lessons 

¶ Most students say they enjoy the time they spend at school and they feel safe at school 

¶ Most students feel safe in the corridors at the school, and almost everyone feels safe in class and at the 

library 

¶ We love to hear that our students have friends here--also was great to learn that students respect their 

peers 

¶ Most students are quite knowledgeable and have an idea about what they want to study in University 

¶ Those students that were needing advice on their future responded saying they were able to get good 

information about their choices 

We appreciated all the comments as well and we want to do 

our best to  turn those opportunities into strengths. Some 

ă÷øýöĂ Ćô ðāô óøĂòĄĂĂøýö ăþ øüÿāþąô þĄā Ăò÷þþû ðāôˆ˅ 

 

¶ Better food in the canteen. Healthier options, better portions, more variety, better prepared dishes as well 

to ensure they are the best to get you the fuel you need for the day 

¶ More opportunities for colleges and universities to come visit 

¶ More information on classes available so that you as students can choose which classes and electives will 

better suite your needs in future education 

¶ Hopefully converting unused space on school campus into an area we can utilize for PE, also improving the 

condition of our basketball court and soccer pitch 

¶ Looking into a way that schedules can allow secondary and primary to not be interrupted on the court or 

soccer pitch while the other is on break 

¶ Cleanliness in some areas 

¶ Making the bathrooms feel safer by fixing the locks and having the cleaners visit regularly but not stay in the 

bathrooms 

¶ Changing the uniform skirt so girls feel more comfortable 
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Spring!  

International Day 

and Thingyan 



 

P
a

g
e4

 

ANALYSIS OF STUDENT PERFORMANCE DATA 2013-2016 

Introduction 
 

¶ MIS follows Cambridge International programmes and uses Cambridge standardized assessment 

options to measure student achievement at different key stages from Primary to Year 13. These 

assessments include Progression Tests (Year 3-9), Checkpoint Tests (Year 6 and 9), IGCSE (Year 11), AS 

exams (Year 12) and A level exams (Year 13). 

 

¶ The most reliable data available at this time is student performance in IGCSE exams since we have now 

ŀŎŎǳƳǳƭŀǘŜŘ ŦƻǳǊ ȅŜŀǊǎΩ ǿƻǊǘƘ ƻŦ Řŀǘŀ όнлмо-2016). 

 

¶ The Progression Tests and the Checkpoint Tests were administered for the first time in April -May 2016 

and provided a useful snapshot of performance in the Primary and Secondary 1 (Middle School). 

Primary Checkpoint Implications 
 

¶ Primary Checkpoint results indicate that overall performance of MIS students in English is slightly 

above that of average Cambridge schools worldwide (3.8/3.7 out of 6).  Usage (Grammar and 

Vocabulary) of the language was the strongest skill (3.8/3.6) while Reading and Writing was on level 

with other Cambridge schools (3.7 and 3.6 respectively). While this may imply that Primary English 

programme is well on track to adequately address literacy needs of our students, further 

developments are needed to supply the right tools to help develop a structured approach to teaching 

English. One such tool that has been identified is the leveled reading scheme such as the Oxford 

Reading tree. 

 

¶ Student performance in Mathematics was overall slightly better than the averages of Cambridge 

schools (4.1/3.9 out of 6). MIS students performed significantly better in Number and Data handling 

but fell below that Cambridge averages in Geometry and Measure. This identified area has been 

highlighted as a focus for improvement in teaching Mathematics in the Primary. 

 

¶ Science was the lowest performing areas where MIS students scored 3.7 against the average of 4.2 for 

Cambridge schools worldwide. Chemistry has been identified as the weakest field with Biology the 

strongest. We are now looking into ways of improving Science teaching and learning overall and 

Chemistry in particular. Some possible ways of improvement could be making Science labs available for 

tǊƛƳŀǊȅ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΩ ǳǎŜ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭ ŀǎ ŎƭƻǎŜǊ Ŏƻƭlaboration of Secondary Science teachers and Primary class 

teachers. Science class kits could also help improve overall interest in Science at the Primary level. 

 

¶ Overall performance in Checkpoint examinations in the Primary seem to indicate that structure of 

curriculum is adequate to address the needs of the students while the available teaching tools as well 

ŀǎ ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊǎΩ ŜȄǇŜǊǘƛǎŜ ƴŜŜŘ Ŏƻƴǘƛƴǳƻǳǎ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘΦ 
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Secondary 1 Checkpoint Implications 
 

¶ Secondary Checkpoint results in English are lower than the average of the Cambridge schools (2.7/3.4) 

and the gap is yet more significant in English as Second Language (2.0/4.1). This seems to indicate an 

incorrect placement of students in a relevant exam. For instance, if the students who took regular 

English were allowed to take English as Second Language (which seems to be the most appropriate 

level) the overall results would improve significantly. This has implications on providing better 

guidance to both teachers and the students about the correct exam choice as well as continuous 

professional development for teachers regarding the Cambridge programmes and assessment. 

 

¶ The performance in Mathematics was in line with average performance of Cambridge schools 

worldwide (4.3). Like in Primary, Number remained the strongest area while the performance in 

Algebra, Geometry and Data Handling was slightly lower than the worldwide averages. 

 

¶ Like in Primary, Science results were the lowest with MIS students performing below worldwide 

averages in all strands (Biology, Chemistry, Physics and Scientific enquiry). This could be due to 

frequent staff changes within the department and a lack of consistent leadership at a departmental 

level. This could also be in part because of the recent curriculum adjustment from the British National 

curriculum to Cambridge Secondary 1. The implications for improvement could include hiring and 

retaining well-qualified teaching staff who are familiar with Cambridge programmes. 

IGCSE Implications 
ENGLISH 

¶ Overall student performance in English as Second Language seems to be in line or slightly better than 

ƻǾŜǊŀƭƭ /L9 ǎŎƘƻƻƭǎΩ ǇŜǊŦƻǊƳŀƴŎŜ ƛƴ нлмо ŀƴŘ нлмпΦ CƻǊ ƛƴǎǘŀƴŎŜΣ ƛƴ нлмоΣ тл ҈ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ 

performed at grade C or above and in 2014, 83% performed at grade C and above, which seems to 

indicate overall progress.  

 

¶ However, 2015 and 2016 charts indicate a noticeable dip in English as Second Language student 

performance. 2015 was the first year when seven out of nine MIS students (after a year of intensive 

study) were encourage to take First Language English exams and did reasonably well at that (85% 

getting grade D or above). These students would normally be contributors to grades A*- B on English as 

Second Language exam. Exclusion of these stronger students from the group significantly affected 

overall statistics in English as Second Language.  

 

¶ 2016 results followed the same pattern but at this time the performance in the English as Second 

Language improved, possibly because of better guidance provided to the students and parents as to 

which exam is most suitable in each individual circumstance.  

 

¶ The school has made a concerted effort to address the needs of our EAL learners, especially given the 

situation where we accept students with very low English language proficiency. A dedicated EAL 

department has been set up and although much progress has been made, the process has not been 
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entirely successful due to frequent change in personnel. A more stable staff situation as well as 

consistent resourcing of the programme has a potential to markedly improve the situation. 

MATHEMATICS 

¶ tŜǊŦƻǊƳŀƴŎŜ ƛƴ aŀǘƘŜƳŀǘƛŎǎ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ŎƻƴǎƛǎǘŜƴǘƭȅ ǎƛƳƛƭŀǊ ƻǊ ōŜǘǘŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ ƻǾŜǊŀƭƭ /L9 ǎŎƘƻƻƭǎΩ 

performance. This seems to be in line with student performance in Primary and Secondary Checkpoint 

examinations. There's a noticeable progress in Business Studies where MIS students used to 

underperform and now are performing better than overall CIE schools worldwide. This could 

potentially be due to consistency of personnel in both departments with only one teacher leaving the 

Mathematics department over the years. In addition, Mathematics being a less language-intensive 

subject contributes to better overall performance of English language learners. 

SCIENCES 

¶ Science programme at MIS initially included two components: Coordinated Sciences (double award) 

and Combined Science (single award). Combined Science is a simplified course designed to provide 

basic understanding of the three sciences whereas the Coordinated Science is a more in-depth study of 

all three sciences.  

 

¶ In Coordinated Sciences, there appears to be a marked dip in performance in 2015. We need to take 

into account that in 2013 and 2014 a significant percentage of students (lower achieving) chose to take 

the Combine Science which positively affected the overall Coordinated scores.  

 

¶ In addition, from 2015 we started allowing students to take pure sciences, such as Biology and 

Chemistry, while discontinuing the Combined Science course. These are more advanced courses and 

only high performing students take exams in these. Students that did take these exams (more than half 

of the whole student population in 2016) did better than CIE schools worldwide. However, taking these 

stronger students from the Coordinated Sciences lowered overall performance of the group.  

 

¶ Since there are more students that want to take pure sciences every year, as per our curriculum 

review, we're looking at discontinuing Coordinated Sciences as a subject and instead offering pure 

sciences to all. 

Overall Implications 
 

¶ Overall, Mathematics is the strongest performing area throughout the school. While in the Secondary 

this could be due to stable staff situation, overall, the major contributing factor is most-likely that 

Mathematics is least of all subjects dependent on English language proficiency. 

 

¶ Being largely a school that serves EAL learners, there are implications for a need for continuous 

improvement of English language support in both mainstream English classes as well in Science and 

other special subjects.  

 

¶ Throughout, there seems to be a need to hire teachers familiar with Cambridge programmes and 

assessment. This seems to be especially important in the Secondary school, where understanding of 
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different assessment options and accurate placement of students within these options can be a 

deciding factor in resulting performance.  There needs to be a policy discussion on the English 

proficiency placement criteria, especially at IGCSE level. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  
ACADEMIC STANDARDS EXPECTED AT MIS 

 

MIS is accredited to follow the Cambridge International Curriculum, developed by experts from the 

world famous University of Cambridge in England. This Curriculum sets out our academic standards 

for English, Mathematics and Science in Years 1-6 (Cambridge Primary) and Years 7-9 (Cambridge 

Secondary 1). At MIS, students in these grades are expected to achieve in line with the learning 

objectives listed at mis-edu.com/parents/curriculum standards 

In Years 10 and 11, students study for IGCSE in a range of subjects. The expected academic 

standard is grade C. Many students exceed that expectation and all are supported and challenged 

to reach their full potential and they have individual targets based on their prior level of 

attainment. 

The description of achievement in each subject at the expected standard can be found mis-

edu.com/parents/curriculum standards 

In Years 12 and 13, the expected standard is a pass grade in the chosen courses. 

 

 

 

December 

Holiday 
Concert   at 
the Sky Star 

Hotel 
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January 

Mr David 
Tansey 

appointed 
Academic 
Director 

OUR SCHOOLWIDE LEARNER 

OUTCOMES  

Everything we do at MIS is designed to help our students achieve our 

Schoolwide Learning Outcomes, known as REACHES. This year, we have 

ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜŘ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΩ ŀŎƘƛŜǾŜƳŜƴǘǎ ƛƴ w9!/I9{ ƻƴ ŀƭƭ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǊŜǇƻǊǘǎ ŀƴŘ 

they have targets about how to improve in these areas. 

Our Schoolwide Learning Outcomes are summarized as: 

¶ Respect 

¶ Establish life-long Learning 

¶ Active Problem Solving and Critical Thinking 

¶ Creative Expression 

¶ Health and Wellness 

¶ Effective Communication 

¶ Strong Local and Global Participation 

The full version is available at mis-edu.com/parents. 

 

 

CRITICAL LEARNER NEEDS  

²Ŝ ƘŀǾŜ ŀƴŀƭȅǎŜŘ ƻǳǊ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΩ ŀŎƘƛŜǾŜƳŜƴǘ ǘƻ ƛŘŜƴǘƛŦȅ ǘƘŜ ŀǊŜŀǎ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǿŜ Ƴƻǎǘ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ƛƳǇǊƻǾŜΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ǿƛƭƭ 

enable us to focus our work on the areas that will make the biggest difference to your children. Our critical 

learner needs are judged to be: 

1. Improving our provision of support to students who need extra help with learning English so they can 

reach their full potential. 

2. Improving literacy throughout the School, with a special focus on reading in the Primary school where 

we will introduce the Oxford Reading Tree as the core of our work. 

3. Improving achievement in science. 

 

CONTINUOUS IMPROVEMENT  
In addition to these three areas we strive to improve and achieve excellence in everything we do. You 

can view our Schoolwide Action Plan at mis-edu.com/parents 
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS  

Significant changes have been made behind the scenes to bring our 

procedures for governance and leadership up to international standards. 

Three parents have been co-opted onto the Board of Directors and the 

Board has adopted new methods of working that delegate more authority 

to the leadership in the School. 

The Board sets the SchoƻƭΩǎ ǎǘǊŀǘŜƎƛŎ ŘƛǊŜŎǘƛƻƴΣ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘǎ ǘƘŜ [ŜŀŘŜǊǎƘƛǇ 

¢ŜŀƳ ŀƴŘ ƘƻƭŘǎ ǘƘŜƳ ǘƻ ŀŎŎƻǳƴǘ ŦƻǊ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΩ ƻǳǘŎƻƳŜǎΦ ¢ƘŜȅ also make 

ǎǳǊŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ {ŎƘƻƻƭΩǎ ŦƛƴŀƴŎƛŀƭ ƳŀƴŀƎŜƳŜƴǘ ƳŜŜǘǎ ƛƴǘŜǊƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ǎǘŀƴŘŀǊŘǎ 

and that adequate staff and resources are in place to deliver the curriculum. 

LEADERSHIP TEAM  

Managing Director: Dr. Win Aung 

Dr Win oversees all aspects of the schools work and ensures that the 

academic and operational teams work effectively together. He chairs the 

School Leadership Team. 

Deputy School Coordinator: Daw Soe Soe Moe 

Daw Moe leads on HR and admin issues.  

Academic Director: Mr. David Tansey 

Mr David is responsible for the safety, wellbeing and achievement of the 

students and the recruitment, development and performance of the 

academic staff. He chairs the Academic Leadership Team and is also 

Secondary Principal. In that role he is responsible for the quality of teaching 

and learning and behaviour in the secondary school. 

Primary Principal: Mr. James Cooke 

Mr. James is responsible for the quality of teaching and learning and the 

behaviour, safety and wellbeing of primary students and communication 

with primary parents and guardians. He is also jointly responsible for the 

recruitment, development, and performance of the primary academic staff.  

Head of Curriculum and Assessment: Mr. Alex Metelev 

Mr Alex makes sure that the School delivers its chosen curriculum 

effectively and that there is appropriate progression from year to year. He 

leads on assessment so that students, their parents and their teachers have 

accurate information about their achievement.  

Head of Student Support: New Post 

From August 2016, the holder of this post will be responsible for 

safeguarding, child protection, attendance, behaviour and support for 

students with additional needs, including oversight of the English as an 

!ŘŘƛǘƛƻƴŀƭ [ŀƴƎǳŀƎŜ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳƳŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǎŎƘƻƻƭΩǎ ŎƻǳƴǎŜƭƭƻǊǎΦ 
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INFORMATION 

FOR PARENTS  

We are determined to provide parents with 

all of the information you need about the 

School. 

We have created a new tab on the website, 

mis-edu.com, headed Parents. 

There you will find information about key 

ŘŀǘŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǎŎƘƻƻƭΩǎ ǇƻƭƛŎƛŜǎΥ 

V Academic Standards 

V Anti Bullying Policy 

V Behaviour Policy 

V Board Policy 

V Child Protection Policy 

V Complaints Procedure 

V Graduation Requirements 

V Homework Policy 

V Schoolwide Action Plan 

V Schoolwide Learning Outcomes 

V Vision and Mission 

 

 

 


